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It was very useful to have the course on Astronomy because teachers in Tanzania have not learnt
the topic of Astronomy in their degree studies and they want ot use topics of Astronomy when
teaching Physics and Geography in Primary and Secondary Schools.

There was a big response of teachers to participate in the online training on Astronomy that we
organised on Sunday 28 September 2025. However the day chosen was a day for religious
prayers for some of those who had registered to participate and some had internet problems, so
the attendance in the training was about half of those who registered.

The training was quite a long one to be done in one day only. But almost all participated fully with
questions and comments given by many participants. One teacher connected on Zoom had three
teachers from nearby schools together with their young students. One teacher joined from home
and his very young children were very observant throughout.

The topics chosen for the presentations were very useful and demonstrations were shown
practically. The demonstrations were very useful for example measuring angles in the sky and
finding constellations and positions of the Sun during the year and using a simple pinhole
construction from a tube to find the size of the Sun. Some teachers were able to construct the
demonstrators themselves. The demonstration for eclipses were very effective with the actual
shadows clearly seen on the Earth for solar eclipse and on the Moon for lunar eclipse. It was
very eye opening to see the penumbra shadow surrounding the umbra shadow in the solar eclipse
demonstrator.

Overall the training was effective in spite of following it for the whole day from 9 am to 5 pm. We
have been able to form a WhatsApp group to continue to discuss the material from the training
as well as share the observations of Sun, Moon and stars, especially for the Zero Shadow Day
that we will be experiencing within a few days after the training. Receiving certificates of
participation was a very nice surprise for the participants.

We hope that we can ask the same group to do a follow up training soon on another topic such
as Astrophysics, and later to attract biology teachers also to join up for doing the Astrobiology
course. We will also try to arrange a kids Astronomy course for young school children.



